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tion of Canadian than of imperial unity, and the Crown,
valued for its constitutional functions in commonwealth and
nation alike, assumed also the role of a unifying influence
between French and English, Catholic and Protestant, new
Canadians and old, east and west.
If the war had come earlier, in 1937 or 1938, the conjunc-
tion of forces supporting a united Canadian policy of inter-
vention might well have been less favourable and the unity
less complete. By 1939, the issue and the threat to funda-
mental Canadian national interests were clear.   Canada's
relations with the North Atlantic power of Britain were at
stake, and Canadian intervention would not disrupt the
relations with the North American power of the United
States. In perhaps two respects, Canada was further influ-
enced by her North American relationships; the Canadian
people held stronger but little different views of Germany
than the American. But a policy of only 'giving all aid short
of war' or limited participation would have had the twofold
consequence of emphasizing American against British asso-
ciations and dividing every province in the Dominion. Any
policy but a policy of intervention would have shattered
Canadian unity. Tor the sake of unity', said Mr. Lapointe,
the French-Canadian leader and Minister of Justice on
9 September, *we cannot be neutral in Canada.' It was the
theme of Mr. Thorson, a Canadian of Icelandic race repre-
senting a largely Ukrainian constituency, and it recurred
throughout the parliamentary debates from the representa-
tives of every section of the Dominion.   Several French-
Canadian speakers argued that Canadian interests were not
involved and the C.C.F. group of seven members took a stand,
which they have not vigorously pressed, that Canada should
send no military forces and extend only economic aid. But
so few were the opponents of a declaration of war that no
vote was called. Hitler had united Canada.
Each race, each group, each section, each religious faith
Telt the threat of a resurgent Germany. The British-Cana-
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